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Environmental Water Caucus
P.O. Box 471958

San Fr~ndsco, CA 9414%1958

Telephone 415-931-3414

February 26,1997

Lester A~ Snow, Executive Director
CALFED Bay-Delta Program
1416 1’~mbh StreeT #1155
Sacramento, CA 95814

RE: EWC CRITERIA FOR THE ANALYSIS OF THE CALFED PHASE H
ALTERNATIVES

Dear Lester:

This letter transmits the consensus position of the Environmental Water Caucus on the
criteria that we will use to evaluate the ecosystem restoration, water use effidency, and
storage and conveyance components of the CALFED Phase II alternatives. (A number
of fundamental issues relating to the need for user-based financing, appropriate cost-
sharing, and environmental assurances will be the subject of a future letter). Please note
that these criteria represent the consensus of a wider range of environmental and
fishing groups than those that are able to par~cipate actively in CALFED workshops or
BDAC meetings, including many grassroots groups whose support will be critical to the
ullJanate success of the CALFED Bay-Delta program.

The criteria reiterate our primary goal of comprehensive ecosystem restoration, and our
support for nonstructural solutions, as the best and most cost-effective way to address
the relate, d_ problems of water supply and water quality. At the same time, we believe ~
that any comprehe~ive" Bay-DeRa solution that fails to cap and ultimately reduce |
both depletions within and exports from the entire Bay-Delta watershed is doomed to |
failure, b~cause it will leave in place the unsustainable conditions that already place the[
environment at risk and perpetuate patterns of continued habitat degradation a~d |
inadequate streamflow conditions. ~-~

In this regard, it is important to note that our support for the CALFED water supply
element as part of a comprehensive and balanced program does not relate to new or
extended comn~tments of Bay-Delta water (for which consumptive use offsets will have
to be fou.~d), l~ther, our support relates to efforts that will reduce the existing over-
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Jean Auer David Behar
Environmental Water Caucus The Bay l.n.sfit~te of San Francisco

David Yardas
Env’Lronmental Defense Fund
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